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appears to have influenced him more than anything else was
his feeling that he had been successfully duped by Aerenthal,
although he had received a letter on October 2nd while he
was in Paris telling him that the annexation would take place
within a few days, and he seems at that date to have made
no objections.   The Servian Government promptly asked for
war credits, sent a protest to the Powers and demanded com-
pensation ; Prince George, the Crown Prince, hurried to St.
Petersburg to appeal to the Czar.   Turkey retaliated by a
boycott of Austrian goods.    Aerenthal was made a Count.
In November the Emperor William visited Francis Joseph
and the Archduke Francis Ferdinand at Erkatsau, where he
was fully informed by Aerenthal about the whole matter and
the preliminary proceedings.   The Heir-Apparent threatened
if Iswolski proceeded in his lying that his written agreement
in the possession of the Ballplatz would be published, but he
indicated that, if it would make things easier for Russia, then
Austria would agree to a Conference of the Powers signatory
of the Treaty of BEKIIN provided that beforehand an under-
standing on all points had been reached.   In St. Petersburg
feeling gradually quieted down and Iswolski agreed to the
Conference and conditions.    Russia also agreed not to bring
up the question of the Straits.    Stolypine, the Russian Prime
Minister, had pointed out the danger of alienating the Western
Powers in pressing the matter.

In January 1909 an understanding between Austria and
Turkey was reached.   The Turks expressed their willingness
to recognise the fait accompli in return for an indemnity and
negotiations were concluded on February 26th.   This, how-
ever, infuriated the disappointed Serbs who had been count-
ing on a Conference and compensation.   The danger of war
now increased instead of diminishing.    General Conrad von
Hoetzendorf, Chief of the General Staff, was anxious to crush
Servia once and for all and whilst Russia was not in a position
to help her prot6ge".   Von Moltke, the German Chief of Staff,
agreed with his Austrian colleague.   Aerenthal seems to have
been of the same opinion at first, though later he changed his
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